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“Jesus Christ is the ameesfegy and todays@nd forever.”. Hebrews 13:8 -

Navigate is the best word | have found to
characterize living and working in this interesting
and sometimes perilous season. Looking at people
and circumstances both within my circle and within
our local and national community, we see challenges
related to navigating life. We have seen both
successful voyages and shipwrecks.

We understand navigation in the sense of sailing. I’ve never been a
sailor, but | understand they have to consider many factors, variables,
and dangers, to successfully complete a voyage.

Since March of 2020, | have often used the word “Navigate” to
describe our journey through life and work during the COVID-19
global pandemic, and socio-political upheaval in our society. Beyond
the obvious medical and disease related impacts of COVID, we’ve also
experienced changes in how we live and operate, including how we
“do church.”
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Romans 8:28, “And we know that all things work
together for good to those who love God, to those who
are the called according to His purpose.”

We can't make sense of things that happen. We don't
dwell on bad things because “things” don’t define us.

We are defined by our LOVE for God and fulfilling His
PURPOSE— which causes the puzzle of things to work
for our good.

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.”

We can’t make sense of things that happen. We don’t dwell on bad
things because “things” don’t define us. We are defined by our LOVE
for God and fulfilling His PURPOSE— which causes the puzzle of things
to work for our good.



| would like to engage you in this
exploration, research, and preparation to

bring lessons to edify, educate, and
inspire you.
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Today, | would like to engage you in this exploration, research, and
preparation to bring lessons to edify, educate, and inspire you. So I’ll
ask questions and make statements to which you may respond
however you wish: If you have my contact information, you can text
and email your thoughts. There is a contact form on our website, feel
free to use that. | intend to reach out to some of you for engagement.

What | mean by the word NAVIGATE:

1) Plan and direct the route or course of a ship, aircraft, or other form
of transportation, especially by using instruments or maps.

2) To sail or travel over (a stretch of water or terrain), especially
carefully or with difficulty.

3) Successful navigation or travel is based on known or fixed points of
reference. Today, we just use GPS to get around town or across
country. On the grand global scale all navigation is based two fixed
points:

a. Prime Meridian is the reference for longitude.

- Measure the angular distance East or West from the Prime Meridian
(0O - 180). Prime Meridian is the earth's zero of longitude, which by
convention passes through Greenwich, England.

2. Equator is the reference for latitude.
- Measures angular distance North or South



What | mean by the word NAVIGATE:

1) Plan and direct the route or course of a ship,
aircraft, or other form of transportation, especially
by using instruments or maps.
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1) Plan and direct the route or course of a ship, aircraft, or other form
of transportation, especially by using instruments or maps.

2) To sail or travel over (a stretch of water or terrain), especially
carefully or with difficulty.

3) Successful navigation or travel is based on known or fixed points of
reference. Today, we just use GPS to get around town or across
country. On the grand global scale all navigation is based two fixed
points:

a. Prime Meridian is the reference for longitude.

- Measure the angular distance East or West from the Prime Meridian
(0O - 180). Prime Meridian is the earth's zero of longitude, which by
convention passes through Greenwich, England.

2. Equator is the reference for latitude.
- Measures angular distance North or South

What | mean by the word NAVIGATE:

2) To sail or travel over (a stretch of water or

terrain), especially carefully or with difficulty.

1) Plan and direct the route or course of a ship, aircraft, or other form
of transportation, especially by using instruments or maps.

2) To sail or travel over (a stretch of water or terrain), especially
carefully or with difficulty.

3) Successful navigation or travel is based on known or fixed points of
reference. Today, we just use GPS to get around town or across
country. On the grand global scale all navigation is based two fixed
points:



a. Prime Meridian is the reference for longitude.

- Measure the angular distance East or West from the Prime Meridian
(0 - 180). Prime Meridian is the earth's zero of longitude, which by
convention passes through Greenwich, England.

2. Equator is the reference for latitude.
- Measures angular distance North or South

What | mean by the word NAVIGATE:

3) Successful navigation or travel is based on fixed
points of reference

1) Plan and direct the route or course of a ship, aircraft, or other form
of transportation, especially by using instruments or maps.

2) To sail or travel over (a stretch of water or terrain), especially
carefully or with difficulty.

3) Successful navigation or travel is based on fixed points of reference.
Today, we just use GPS to get around town or across country. On the
grand global scale all navigation is based two fixed points:

a. Prime Meridian is the reference for longitude.

- Measure the angular distance East or West from the Prime Meridian
(0 - 180). Prime Meridian is the earth's zero of longitude, which by
convention passes through Greenwich, England.

2. Equator is the reference for latitude.
- Measures angular distance North or South
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1) Plan and direct the route or course of a ship, aircraft, or other form
of transportation, especially by using instruments or maps.

2) To sail or travel over (a stretch of water or terrain), especially
carefully or with difficulty.

3) Successful navigation or travel is based on fixed points of reference.
Today, we just use GPS to get around town or across country. On the
grand global scale all navigation is based two fixed points:

a. Prime Meridian is the reference for longitude.

- Measure the angular distance East or West from the Prime Meridian
(0 - 180). Prime Meridian is the earth's zero of longitude, which by
convention passes through Greenwich, England.

2. Equator is the reference for latitude.
- Measures angular distance North or South

NEW COVENANT CHURCH FACILITY LOCATED AT
Latitude Longitude
39.866, -86.122

1) Plan and direct the route or course of a ship, aircraft, or other form
of transportation, especially by using instruments or maps.

2) To sail or travel over (a stretch of water or terrain), especially
carefully or with difficulty.

3) Successful navigation or travel is based on fixed points of reference.
Today, we just use GPS to get around town or across country. On the
grand global scale all navigation is based two fixed points:

a. Prime Meridian is the reference for longitude.



- Measure the angular distance East or West from the Prime Meridian
(0O - 180). Prime Meridian is the earth's zero of longitude, which by
convention passes through Greenwich, England.

2. Equator is the reference for latitude.
- Measures angular distance North or South

Jesus Christ.

Navigation Requires Fixed Points (coordinates) “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever.” Hebrews
#1 Jesus Christ 13:8

Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever.
(Hebrews 13:8)

We also regard the truth revealed in the Bible, the Word of God as a
fixed point. Now this has been abused and is being abused today. We
know that the Bible was used by false Christians promote the evil
narrative Africans as cursed, inferior humans worthy only of servitude.
These false beliefs gave cover to slaveowners, to the slave trade, and
was the main cause of the Civil War.

Navigation Requires Fixed Points (coordinates)
#2 The Word of God

On Dec. 24, 1860, delegates at South Carolina’s secession convention
adopted a “Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and
Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union.” It
noted “an increasing hostility on the part of the non-slaveholding




States to the institution of slavery” and protested that Northern states
had failed to “fulfill their constitutional obligations” by interfering with
the return of fugitive slaves to bondage. Slavery, not states’ rights,
birthed the Civil War

JAVIGATE:

Navigation Requires Fixed Points (coordinates)

On Dec. 24, 1860, delegates at South Carolina’s secession
convention adopted a “Declaration of the Inmediate Causes

Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina
from the Federal Union” It noted “an increasing hostility on
the part of the non-slaveholding States to the institution of
slave

https hingtonpost.com/outlook/five-myths-about-why-the-south-seceded/2011/01/03/ABHr6jD_story.html
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We also regard the truth revealed in the Bible, the Word of God as a
fixed point. Now this has been abused and is being abused today. We
know that the Bible was used by false Christians promote the evil
narrative Africans as cursed, inferior humans worthy only of servitude.
These false beliefs gave cover to slaveowners, to the slave trade, and
was the main cause of the Civil War.

On Dec. 24, 1860, delegates at South Carolina’s secession convention
adopted a “Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and
Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union.” It
noted “an increasing hostility on the part of the non-slaveholding
States to the institution of slavery” and protested that Northern states
had failed to “fulfill their constitutional obligations” by interfering with
the return of fugitive slaves to bondage. Slavery, not states’ rights,
birthed the Civil War



Navigation Requires Fixed Points (coordinates)

Ephesians 6:5, Slaves, be obedient to those who are your
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the
sincerity of your heart, as to Christ

Tthe Bible was used by false Christians promote the evil

narrative Africans as cursed, inferior humans worthy only of
servitude. These false beliefs gave cover to slaveowners, to the
slave trade, and was the main cause of the Civil War.
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We also regard the truth revealed in the Bible, the Word of God as a
fixed point. Now this has been abused and is being abused today.
We know that the Bible was used by false Christians promote the
evil narrative Africans as cursed, inferior humans worthy only of
servitude. These false beliefs gave cover to slaveowners, to the
slave trade, and was the main cause of the Civil War.

On Dec. 24, 1860, delegates at South Carolina’s secession
convention adopted a “Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which
Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal
Union.” It noted “an increasing hostility on the part of the non-
slaveholding States to the institution of slavery” and protested that
Northern states had failed to “fulfill their constitutional obligations”
by interfering with the return of fugitive slaves to bondage. Slavery,
not states’ rights, birthed the Civil War

Biblical Penalty for Stealing, Buying,
Selling Enslaved People

Exodus 21:16, Whoever steals a man and sells him, and

anyone found in possession of him, shall be put to death.

We also regard the truth revealed in the Bible, the Word of God as a
fixed point. Now this has been abused and is being abused today.
We know that the Bible was used by false Christians promote the
evil narrative Africans as cursed, inferior humans worthy only of
servitude. These false beliefs gave cover to slaveowners, to the
slave trade, and was the main cause of the Civil War.

On Dec. 24, 1860, delegates at South Carolina’s secession
convention adopted a “Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which
Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal
Union.” It noted “an increasing hostility on the part of the non-



slaveholding States to the institution of slavery” and protested that
Northern states had failed to “fulfill their constitutional obligations”
by interfering with the return of fugitive slaves to bondage. Slavery,
not states’ rights, birthed the Civil War
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Navigation Requires Fixed Points (coordinates)
#3 Objective Truth and Facts

We have to recognize truth at two levels:

a)

Biblical truth and,

Objective truth. Believers who over spiritualize completely
miss the importance of objective truth. Something which the
Bible supports

3. Objective Truth and Facts: We have to recognize truth at two
levels: a) biblical truth and, 2) objective truth. Believers who over
spiritualize completely miss the importance of objective truth.
Something which the Bible promotes.

2 Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge
of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us
ALL THINGS that pertain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,

Natural Science is based on objective truth. Objective meaning



things observed. Subjective deals with one’s feelings and
perspective. Natural Science deals with the physical world, e.g.
physics, chemistry, geology, biology. Natural Science has produced
vaccines such as for polio, chicken pox, and now COVID-19.

Vaccines are not supernatural, they are natural. God still works in
the natural because he is the creator of all. God established the
natural world on natural laws. In order to navigate successfully, you
must understand and respect all of God’s order and creation.

2 Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you
in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as
His divine power has given to us ALL THINGS that
pertain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and
virtue,

Natural Science is based on objective truth.
Objective meaning things observed.
Subjective deals with one’s feelings and
perspective. Natural Science deals with the
physical world, e.g. physics, chemistry,
geology, biology.




Natural science has produced vaccines
including:

Polio, Tetanus, Mumps, Rotavirus, Diphtheria,
Influenza, Rubella, Measles, Whooping
Cough, Chickenpox, and COVID-19.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/diseases/forgot- 1 4-diseases.html
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COVID exposed weaknesses within our religious practice and improper
COVID exposed weaknesses within our religious pra’ctlce of au_thentlc ChrIStlamty" ) )
practice and improper practice of authentic We’ve seen failures and heartbreaks with people attempting to deal
Christianity. with COVID from a purely supernatural or what | call super-spiritual
We've seen failures and heartbreaks with people perspective. There are some believers, Christian leaders who are no
attempting to deal with COVID from a purely long with us who avoided and even disdained guidance back in March
supernatural or what | call super-spiritual . .. . . el . .
s — 2020 following. Some spiritualized coronavirus, some politicized it,

still others were simply gripped with fear (fear has torment).

| am using the concept of NAVIGATION
as Jesus used real world items as

parables to teach principles for life and
God'’s kingdom.




During the pandemic, we've seen plenty of successes
and failures in terms of navigating our times:

- Many people have died from COVID who could have
been alive today

+ Many people have survived and thrived during the
same season.
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. It has not been a matter of luck.

. |t has not even been a matter of faith and
spirituality alone.

» The difference is: How people navigated
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