WHO AM 1?

IMAGO DEI

(The Image of God)

. lhen God said, “Let Us make'manin
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vwmage, according to Our likeness.==" GR35 123

Genesis 1:26 Then God soid,“Let Us make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the
seq, over the hirds of the air, and over the catile, over.all the earth and
over every creeping thing that creepsion the earth.” 27 So God created
man in His own'image; in the image'of God He created him; male and
female He created them.28:Then God blessed them, and God said to
them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earthiand subdue it; have
dominion over the fish of the sea)overthe'birds of the air; and over
everylliving thing that moves on the earth.

This is an instance where a biblical worldview is helpful. A Christian
worldview only applies to Christians, but a biblical worldview is for
everyone.



What is the imago Dei?

Imago Dei is the Latin term for “image
of God.”

Knowing who you are'is foundational o both a healthy
self-image and a strong sense of purpose.

Humankind was created to be an image bearer of the Creator. This
ideal state was to be a representation of who God is and what He is
like. Of course, humanity is far from this ideal state.

“The imago Dei is not a quality possessed by man; it is a condition in
which man lives, a condition of confrontation established and
maintained by the Creator. ... The imago Dei is that in man which
constitutes him as him-whom-God-loves.” -John Piper
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Imago Dei was the outcome of being created
by God.

No othercreature (created'thing) was made in
the image of God, not even Angels:

Image
Hebrew DX - selem (Pronounced seh'lem)
From an unused root meaning a representative figure
or image
It is best understood as representing the character of
something or someone.

It is used mostly to denote objects of false worship such as idols. It is
interesting that this is the word used to describe people being made in
the image of God. It shows that this word is only understood by the
context in which it is used.

It is best understood as representing the character of something or
someone.

For example, my father is technically inclined, a problem solver, and a
hard worker. | have my father’s or character IMAGE in me. My mother
loved people,



When | heard the words "it is done,” | first thought these were Jesus
Likeness words on the cross. | looked it up. Jesus did not say "it is done," he said
Hebrew M0 - demat (pronounced; dem-ooth!) "itis finished" there's actually a difference in those phrases.

Stong's dictionary. word (#H1819); means, resemblance; _ _ o _ _
shape; like (ness), manner, similitude. | realized that the title to the message today “it is done” is something

This is best understood as representing the likeness or we can say because Jesus said it is finished.
appearance of something or:someone:

One of the features of religion is getting people into a cycle of doing
the same thing over and over again, not from a place of decision and
worship, but as a act to please God and earn His favor and help.

We produce and raise children after out own image and likeness

Genesis 5:3, And Adam lived one hundred and
thirty years,-and begot a soniin'his own likeness; after
his image, and named him Seth.




When | heard the words "it is done,” | first thought these were Jesus
words on the cross. | looked it up. Jesus did not say "it is done," he said
"it is finished" there's actually a difference in those phrases.

| realized that the title to the message today “it is done” is something
we can say because Jesus said it is finished.

One of the features of religion is getting people into a cycle of doing
the same thing over and over again, not from a place of decision and
worship, but as a act to please God and earn His favor and help.

Is the image of God something that
only belongs to Christians?

Did sin'remove the'image of God?

No. Man’s fall into sin didn’t destroy or remove the image of God. Sin
obscured the Imago Dei. Sin always darkens and distorts reality.

The apostle James confirms that God’s image i when he states that all
people, not only Christ followers,



James 3:8 Butno man can tame the tongue.
It is an unruly evil full of deadly poison. 9 With it

we bless our God'and Father, and with it we curse
men, who have been'made in the similitude [or

likeness] of God

The apostle James confirms that God’s image i when he states that all
people, not only Christ followers,

James 3:8 But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of
deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we
curse men, who have been made in the similitude [or likeness] of God

People maintain the image of God — evenin a
broken or distorted form: People are redeemable and

worth redeeming.

Without imago Dei, God would have had no reason to
send His Son fo die on our behalf:

This is why we do for people what we don’t for animals



Maximizing.Imago Dei

In Your life

Genesis 1:26 Then God said,“Let Us make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness: let them have. dominion over the fish
of the sea, over-the hirds of the'air, and over the caftle; over all the
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27.50
God created maniin'His'own image'in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them*28/Then God blessed them,
and God said fo'them, “Be fruitful'and multiply; fill the earth and
subdue if: have dominion over the fish of the seazover the birds
of theair; and over every living thing thai moves'on the earih:"




We know what imago Dei meant to Adam. What does it mean to us?

God’s image - Characier

God’s likeness - Ouiward witness
Dominion - Responsibility, tasks, duty, service
Fruitful - Utilizing abilities and gifts
Multiply - Reproduce yourself, empower others
Subdue - Create and maintain order

Reflections

1. Describes ways.in which.you carry Imago Dei
(the image of God)

2. Describes ways in'which you.represent God's
likeness, His witness to the world around you




Part Two

WHY AM I?
IMAGO DEI

Then God said, “Let Us makeimanin
Ourimage, according to Ourlikeness:=-*

GENESIS 1:26

the image of the Son of God, into which true Christians are
transformed, is likeness not only to the heavenly body, but also to the

I ey oy Imd g gilen most holy and blessed state of mind, which Christ possesses

represents imeago Dei a different manner

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled
face, beholding as in'a'mirror the glory of the Lord, are
being fransformed into'the'same image from glory fo
glory, just as by the Spirit'of the Lord.




£IKWV - eikon
The image of one; One in whom the'likeness of any one is

seen. Applied to_Christ.on account of his divine nature and
absolute moral excellence.

The image of the Son of God into'which true Christians are
transformed, is likeness to the:most holy and blessed state
of mind*which Christ possesses

the image of the Son of God, into which true Christians are
transformed, is likeness not only to the heavenly body, but also to the
most holy and blessed state of mind, which Christ possesses




